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Dear  Friends: 

You  are  invited  to  attend  a  Community  Meeting,  sponsored  by  the 
Human  Rights  Commission,  to  be  held  Wednesday,  April  30,  1975  at  7:30  P.M. 
in  the  Cafeteria  Conference  Room  at  the  School  District  Building  at 
170  Fell  Street.  Parking  is  available  in  a  lighted  courtyard  of  the 
Building,  reached  off  Franklin  Street  between  Fell  and  Hayes. 

This  meeting  seeks  to  stimulate  the  various  community  groups  to 
prepare  for  a  May  meeting  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  will  hold  regarding 
the  1980  Census  planning,  and  to  which  It  Is  vital  that  suggestions  and  ideas 
be  brought.   Details  of  the  May  meeting  will  be  provided  in  flyers  to 
be  sent  Jater  when  received  from  the  Association  of  Bay  Area  Governments. 

Attached  is  material  that  can  be  helpful  to  you,  which  we  ask 
you  to  bring  on  April  30th. 

The  paper,  'Advance  Planning  for  the  1980  Census  of  Population',  was 
written  by  Gail  Roberts  of  the  HRC  staff.  Also  attached  is  a  paper  con- 
taining some  excerpts  from  a  memorandum  prepared  by  Pete  Groat,  Department 
of  City  Planning. 

The  importance  of  participating  in  this  kind  of  planning  NOW,  when 
Washington  is  beginning  to  set  up  its  procedures  for  the  1980  Census 
cannot  be  over  emphasized.  The  goal  Is  to  avoid  the  mistakes  made  in 
1970  which  resulted  in  a  serious  undercount  among  certain  ethnic  groups  with 
a  resulting  failure  for  these  "and "other  groups  to  share  proporHonately 
in  jobs,  housing,  training,  and  other  funded  social  programs. 

WE  NEED  YOU  AT  THE  COMMUNITY  MEETING  WITH  YOUR  IDEAS 
WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  30,  1975,  7:30  P.M.   CAFETERIA  CONFERENCE 
ROOM,  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  BUILDING,  170  FELL  STREET 

If  you  need  any  further  information,  call  Jack  Casford  or  Gail  Roberts  at 
the  HRC  offices,  558-4901. 

Sincerely,  yj 

Wi 1 1 iam  Becker 

,..o  Director 
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TO:       Jack  Casford,  Human  Rights  Commission    March  14,  1975 
FROM:     Pete  Groat,  Department  of  City  Planning 
SUBJECT:  Census  Conference 


1.  Accessibility  of  the  information.  The  Census  tape  program  has 
not  been  an  unqualified  success,  to  put  it  mildly.  The  tapes  proved  expen- 
sive to  process  and  cumbersome  to  use.  The  tabulation  format  was  too 
rigid,  including  much  information  of  I ittle  val ue  to  most  and  not  including 
information  in  breakdowns  of  especial  importance  in  inner  city  metropo- 
litan areas.  Specific  comments  on  these  deficiencies  should  be  noted, 

and  I  intend  to  catalog  as  many  as  I  can  think  of. 

The  use  of  funds  for  a  more  ambitious  publication  program  to  make 
generally  available  to  special  metropolitan  areas  having  acute  need  of 
some  of  the  more  esoteric  items  of  information  should  also  be  investigated. 
Thus,  areas  having  multi-racial  or  ethnic  populations  should  have  a  larger 
variety  of  published  materials  available  to  them  than  the  more  homogenous 
'middle-American  regions. 

2.  Timeliness  of  the  information.  One  of  the  much  touted  advantages 
of  the  computer  tapes  program  was  that  it  would  make  detailed  information 
available  much  sooner  than  publications.   In  fact,  that  didn't  happen.  Not 
only  were  the  tapes  delayed  in  production,  once  delivered  they  caused  further 
delay  in  processing  because  they  were  so  cumbersome.   It  is  better  to 
sacrifice  sophistication  of  technique  to  timeliness  of  the  information 

avai  table. 

3.  Accuracy  of  the  information.  This  is  the  most  difficult  to  pursue, 
but  I  am  quite  sure  that  based  on  what  we  know  of  local  conditions  together  with 
national  estimates  of  undercounted  population,  we  could  well  have  been  in- 
completely counted.  The  impact  this  has  had  on  subsequent  analysis  and  on 
certain  funding  allocated  on  the  basis  of  population  has  been  significant. 

In  1970,  we  were  given  a  very  short  period  of  time  to  contest  the  results. 
Perhaps,  if  certain  information  projects  now  proposed  are  funded,  we  will 
be  in  a  better  position  to  contest  future  results  if  we  feel  the  same 
problem  has  reoccurred. 
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From  the  Office  of  the 
HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION 


1095  Market  St,  Suite  501 
San  Francisco,  Ca  94103 
558-4901 


From:   HRC  Staff 

Re:   The  1980  Census 


April,  1975 


The  Human  Rights  Commission's  Social  Programs  Committee  has  begun  a 
discussion  of  community  concerns  in  preparation  now  for  the  1980  Census. 
The  goal  is  to  avoid  the  procedural  mistakes,  made  in  1970,  which  resulted 
in  a  serious  undercount  among  certain  ethnic  groups,  which  itself  resulted 
in  their  failure  to  be  reflected  in  areas  such  as  social  planning,  jobs, 
and  housing  programs. 

The  Social  Programs  Committee  wishes  to  develop  documentation  on  how 
the  various  ethnic  communities  in  San  Francisco  felt  that  the  1970  Census 
was  effective,  how  It  was  ineffective,  and  what  steps  should  be  recommended 
at  this  early  stage  to  be  incorporated  into  the  1980  Census  procedures. 

As  an  indication  of  the  undercount  in  the  1970  Census,  in  what  most 
likely  is  a  very  conservative  estimate  (by  David  L.  Kaplan,  of  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  the  Census  in  a  speech  in  August  of  1973)  it  is  said  that  the 
Bureau1  . .  .sti  1 1  missed  around  2k   percent  of  the  U.S.  population  and  the 
omissions  still  tended  to  concentrate  in  certain  groups  and  geographic 
areas.  ; 

In  San  Francisco  these  groups  would  include  transient  persons  without 
permanent  addresses,  persons  who  do  not  speak  English  or  who  have  only  a 
limited  ability  to  do  so,  new  arrivals  from  other  countries  or  states,  and 
persons  with  a  long-standing  fear  or  hostility  towards  government  record- 
keep  i  ng . 

The  Committee  is  planning  a  special  meeting  Wednesday,  April  30th,  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Cafeteria  Conference  Room  at  the  School  District  Building, 
170  Fell  Street  for  community  input  on  these  and  other  aspects  of  advance 
planning  for  the  Census  as  it  relates  specifically  to  reaching  the  ethnic 
communities. 
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ADVANCE  PLANNING  FOR  THE  1980  U.S.  CENSUS  OF  POPULATION 

Preliminary  San  Francisco  Community  Recommendations 
(Based  on  HRC  Staff  and  HRC  Social  Programs  Committee  Input) 


1.  Proposed  Changes  in  the  Administration  of  the  Censu-S 

a.  Establish  a  separate  category  in  the  initial  count  for  Spanish 
speaking/Spanish  Surnamed,  or  the  designation  "Country  of  origin" 
or  "Country  of  family  origin"  asked  of  everyone, 

b.  Expand  the  use  of  enumerators  to  supplement  the  mail  census.  Enumera- 
tors generally  made  calls  in  person  only  during  the  daytime;  thereby 
not  contacting  many  people  who  work  all  day,  such  as  members  of  fami- 
lies, all  of  whom  have  to  hold  jobs. 

Co  Hire  staff  enumerators  who  are  fluent  in  Spanish,  Chinese,  and  Filipino, 
Japanese,  and  Korean.  There  were  not  enough  enumerators  who  spoke  lan- 
guages .such  as  Spanish  and  Chinese  (Cantonese  or  Mandarin).  Fund  trans- 
lators for  limited  English  speaking  communities. 

d.  Intensify  efforts  of  community  groups  to  seek  out  those  who  were  not 
counted;  and  refer  them  to  Census  taking  locations \   particularly  Black 
males,  other  minorities,  transients,  and  senior  citizens.  The  tran- 
sient population,  without  permanent  addresses,  virtually  all  unemployed, 
was  almost  totally  uncounted,  particularly  in  the  Black  neighborhoods  of 
the  City. 

e.  Print  questionnaires  in  Spanish  and  have  questionnaires  available  in 
other  significant  languages  such  as  Chinese  and  Filipino,  upon  request. 

f.  Recruit  enumerators  from  diverse  communities  including  Blacks  with  com- 
munity experience,  Chinese,  Filipinos,  and  Latinos,  and  the  elderly. 

g.  Questionnaires  were  mailed  out  to  addresses,  but  often  one  to  a  single 
address,  not  taking  into  account  the  possibility  of  many  persons  living 
at  the  same  address.  Even  though  questionnaires  asked  how  many  people 
lived  at  a  given  address,  many  persons,  particularly  unrelated  indivi- 
duals living  at  the  same  address,  may  not  have  been  counted. 

h.  The  Census  Bureau  should  set  up  meetings  with  community  people  in  ad- 
vance to  learn  what  particular  needs  are  in  particular  areas,  in  order 
to  get  a  complete  and  accurate  count.  Advance  publicity  about  upcoming 
Census  activity,  in  the  language  of  the  particular  community  is  essential. 
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2.  The  Community  Response  to  the_ Questionnaires  and  tp_  the_  Enumerators 

a.  It  is  to  the  self-interest  of  ethnic  groups  to  make  accurate  the  census 
count  of  their  community,,  Since  the  1970  Census  questionnaires  were 
printed  only  in  Egnlish,  many  were  discarded  or  ignored,  particularly  in 
the  Mission  District  and  in  Chinatown,,  The  education  of  the  community 
is  needed  in  order  to  convince  its  residents  or  members  of  the  vital 
self-interest  that  will  be  served  by  cooperating  fully  with  Census  op- 
erations . 

b.  The  results  of  the  most  recent  decennial  census  forms  the  basis  for  the 
disbursement  of  many  federal  and  state  grants.  If  an  ethnic  community 
perceives  that  it  is  undercounted ,  alternate  statistics  are  frequently 
not  accepted. 

Co  Many  in  the  community  fear  that  the  data  obtained  through  the  Census 
will  be  released  to  others,  such  as  a  landlord  being  told  the  number 
of  tenants  in  a  house  or  the  U.S.  Immigration  &  Naturalization  Service 
learning  information  regarding  illegal  aliens.  The  Census  Bureau  is 
stringetly  regulated  in  the  use  of  its  data. 

d.  The  U.S,  Census  Bureau  is  an  agency  of  the  Federal  Government  and  is 
funded  by  Congress;  despite  this,  the  Bureau  seeks  to  become  money 
making,  selling  public  data  to  public  agencies  and  marketing  this  data 
to  private  companies.  This  situation  needs  to  be  corrected. 
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